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HABITAT PROTECTION 
Integrating Wildlife into Land Use Planning



5 Land Use Planning 
Inclusion Points for Wildlife

1. Long Range Vision

2. Plan Making

3. Regulations

4. Development Project Review

5. Public Investments



Point 1: Long Range Vision

Answers:

• What do we treasure about 
where we live? 

• What concerns do we have for 
the future? 

• What do we want to change 
about where we live? 

• What do we want our 
community to be like in 20 
years? 



Point 2:  Plan Making…..
The Minimum

Preserve and enhance critical wildlife habitat 
and river and stream corridors throughout 
the county.



Point 2: Plan Making…Better

The County’s wildlife and scenic resources are a local and 
national treasure, and, therefore, the community recognizes a 
stewardship responsibility for their protection. Future 
development in Teton County will take place in this context.  
Therefore the County will:

– Preserve and protect wildlife habitat, including continuous 
migration corridors.

– Protect environmentally sensitive and physically unsafe 
areas from development.

– Encourage restoration of environmentally degraded areas.



Point 2: Plan Making
Teton County, WY Wildlife Goals

1. Crucial winter range for elk, moose, and mule 
deer.

2. Migration routes and corridors for ungulates.

3. Nesting areas for bald eagles and endangered 
raptors .

4. Spawning areas for Snake River cutthroat trout.

5. Major riparian corridors such as the Snake & 
Gros Venture which contain a multitude of 
habitat variables.



Point 3: Regulatory Framework
Wildlife Development Standards

Vegetation Protection
Avoidance
Use limitations
Pet restrictions
Lighting (dark sky)
Timing restrictions
Fencing types
Clustering
Conflict avoidance



3. Regulatory Framework: 
Teton County, WY N.R.O

• EA before application

• Pre application 
meetings 

• Habitat definitions

• Habitat priority 
rankings

• Species habitat 
priorities

• Avoidance mitigation

• Habitat enhancement 
(on and off site) 2 to 1 
ratio for acreage



Point 3:  Regulatory Framework
Teton County , WY N.R.O  



3. Regulations: Teton County NRO



Point 4: Development Project Review 
Gunnison County Sage Grouse



Point 5: Public Investments
Transportation

The People’s Way US 93



Public Investments
Energy Impact Mitigation



Public Investments
Land Acquisitions

Nolina Peak Conservation Campaign to Preserve 639 Acres near Joshua Tree



Public Investments: 
Stewardship & Restoration

Careless Creek Watershed Project



THE SONORAN INSTITUTE
Marjo Curgus
Director, Training and Community Leadership
719-207-4563
mcurgus@sonoraninstitute.org


	A Planning framework
	Habitat protection 
	5 Land Use Planning �Inclusion Points for Wildlife
	Point 1: Long Range Vision
	Point 2:  Plan Making…..�The Minimum
	Point 2: Plan Making…Better
	Point 2: Plan Making� Teton County, WY Wildlife Goals
	Slide Number 8
	3. Regulatory Framework: �Teton County, WY N.R.O
	Slide Number 10
	3. Regulations: Teton County NRO
	Point 4: Development Project Review Gunnison County Sage Grouse
	Point 5: Public Investments�Transportation
	Public Investments�Energy Impact Mitigation
	Public Investments�Land Acquisitions
	Public Investments: �Stewardship & Restoration
	The Sonoran Institute�Marjo Curgus�Director, Training and Community Leadership�719-207-4563�mcurgus@sonoraninstitute.org

