THE RISE OF THE SUN CORRIDOR
AND WHAT IT MEANS FOR US
ALREADY HERE!

Dave Richins, Director
Sun Corridor Legacy Program

<

SONORAN _
nayesnesess Shaping the Future of the West March 5. 2009




THE SUN CORRIDOR IS ONE OF 10 AMERICAN
MEGAPOLITAN REGIONS
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OTHER RAPIDLY GROWING REGIONS ARE

EI\/IERGING IN THE SOUTHWEST
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PROJECTED GROW RARIZONA IN 2050

Area Is projected to i
grow from =

5.1 million residents
In 2000 to

16 million in 2050

Source: Maricopa Association 4
of Governments (MAG) T



The Sun Corridor is 20% of the land mass with 80% of the
population and 88% of total economic activity and still

gr owi nge
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THE SUN CORRIDOR MEGAPOLITAN REGION
COVERS ABOUT 20% OF ARIZONA

Includes Parts of
Several Arizona
Counties

«~ Santa Cruz
< Pima

« Cochise

< Pinal

«~ Maricopa

< Yavapal

~ Coconino




HOW OTHERS VIEW ARIZONA
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THE REALITY, AND GROWING!
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Pinal County is one of the
Fastest Growing Counties in the West

Population grew by almost 100,000 residents
between 2000 and 2006 and more than
DOUBLED from 1990 to 2006
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But Most Current Development Codes
Promote Sprawl
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BALANCING DEVELOPMENT, AGRICULTURE AND
PROTECTING NATURAL RESOURCES IS A CONSTANT CHA
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REGIONAL VISIONING &
COORDINATION = STILL GROWING,
BUT SMARTER

Biggest Challenges:

1) Mosaic of jurisdictions

makes regional planning

challenging.

2 )/ No primary okeeper of
the vision. o

3) Current development
codes assure sprawl.
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