
Historic Preservation in your 

community



 After 35 years of Architectural practice and traveling 

throughout the United States, I have collected a 

strong library of historic photos of communities and 

their architectural treasures. Many of these cities and 

towns were not recognizing the wonderful resource 

that they have and how it could become an economic 

stimulus for their community.



 With this information I have created a series of 

posters that celebrates the architecture in these small 

towns.  I begin with a series of photos of the historic 

downtowns or streets, and sometimes individual 

buildings, that exhibit an example of the architectural 

styles or periods that were prevalent in the 

community over a certain span of time. These 

building examples also document a transition or time-

line for the development and prosperity of the 

community.



 It was also important to understand a 

happening that may have gone with the 

architecture that would provide an interesting 

local story that would help to identify a period 

or a historic event that took place in the 

community. These are published as part of 

the poster to link the event to the architecture. 

Events provide information that help identify 

the architecture and dates in many cases.



 The posters have become a method of 

preservation for not only a town or cities 

architecture but also the historic activities that 

have made them so unique as a community, 

ITS GOOD BUSINESS!.



 Author and economist, Donovan Rypkema 

has published a great book on this subject 

“The Economics of Historic Preservation: A 

Community Leader's Guide.”

 I recommend all communities provide copies 

to their leadership.



 The process begins with a photo trip.



 And continues:







 Many communities have historic 

preservation departments or societies 

that can help you begin the historic 

research necessary to identify those 

areas or buildings in your communities 

that have played an important part in 

making “history”.




