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Land Ownership in Arizona

The State of Arizona contains an 

estimated 72,931,000 acres,  or 

approximately 113,417 square 

miles, making it the fifth largest 

state in the United States. The 

surface land ownership in 

Arizona can be classified in four 

basic categories.

The percentages are estimates 

derived from digitized map data. 

The category called Private is 

overestimated due to the 

inclusion of small amounts of 

land owned by local, State, and 

Federal agencies.





State Trust Lands

Å Created to support the education of our 

children by Federal Enabling Act and 

State Constitution

Å The Trust accomplishes this mission in a 

number of ways, including, through the 

sale and lease of Trust lands for grazing, 

agriculture,  school sites, residential, 

commercial and open space purposes

Å 1912: 10 million acres 

Å 2006: 9.2 million 



Land Commission & Scripps Survey Team 

Members in Flagstaff, 1912-1913



Senator W. W. Pace and the Land Department car are 

stuck in a ditch near Matthewsville in Graham County 

during the Scripps Survey of 1912-1913.



Mission

To manage State Trust lands

and resources to enhance

value and optimize economic

return for the Trust beneficiaries

that:

Å Is consistent with sound 

stewardship, conservation, and 

business management

Å Supports socioeconomic goals for 

citizens today and for generations 

to come



14 BENEFICIARIES



Fiduciary Duties
Å Earning money for Arizonaôs 

public schools is the primary 

mission of the Trustôs 

management

Å During the first 90 years of its 

existence, the Trust amassed $1 

billion in its permanent fund

Å The Land Department has added 

more than $1 billion to the 

permanent fund over the past five 

years



Total Trust Revenue

FY 1999 - 2008
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Land SalesÅ 2002 - 2003

$126 Million

- 3,569 ac

Å 2003 - 2004

$311 Million

- 1,874 ac

Å 2004 - 2005

$254 Million

- 1,816 ac

Å 2005 - 2006

$544 Million

- 3,426 ac

Å 2006 - 2007 

$454 Million

- 5,383 ac

Á 2007 - 2008

$126 Million

- 1,994 ac

SALES VOLUME
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Slide Courtesy of 

MAG ï

Maricopa Association 

of Governments



Special Projects



Desert Ridge Specific Area Plan



Ground Leases on State Trust Land

Desert Ridge Marriott 

Desert Ridge Commercial Core

570 ac

Leased: July., 1993

Lease Term: 99-Year

Appraised - $12,000 / ac 

Projected Lease Revenue: 
$544,388,965

Marriott Golf Course 


